Planning in the Moment

The Approach
Last term the setting undertook some training regarding a different approach to providing early years care and education.  The approach is called ‘Planning in the Moment’.  
The idea is not that different.  It enables children to follow their interests, by having accessible, open-ended resources available that they can manipulate, explore, create, and use their imagination with.  The role of the practitioner is to facilitate, provide resources, demonstrate, support, model language, communicate and encourage.  There is less focus on paperwork which will enable practitioners to be there to support children’s learning and development.     
During a child’s early years (0-5) the brain is developing at an astonishing rate.  By providing a child with an enabling environment, one which requires and encourages thinking, reasoning, planning, fascination and experimentation, encourages the brain to work that bit harder, firing up neurons and creating pathways.  We have, therefore, scaled back the ‘one use wonder’ toys that can only be used for one type of play and have provided a wider, more accessible range of items that are open-ended and require a bit more thinking. 
 
Levels of Involvement
[image: image7.png]The approach uses the ‘Levels of Involvement’ to assess how happy and engaged a child is in their learning.  Happy, engaged children means the brain is working that bit harder, hopefully creating a larger more superior brain! 


(Used from Planning in the Moment training (Anna Ephgrave, 2019)

How are we going to do this?
The ‘Planning in the Moment’ approach requires the setting to focus on a certain number of children each week.  These children are called the ‘Focus Children’.  The setting will be in contact with the parent/carer the week before their child’s focus week and ask them to fill out a form with information regarding their child’s interests and family life at home.  We would also encourage the parent/carer to provide some photos if they can, to make the learning journey come to life.  The practitioners note down their interactions with the focus children all week.  This is then shared with the parent/carer so that they can be part of their child’s learning journey.  Next steps can be recommended and learning continued and supported at home.  
. 
[image: ]The practitioners are still interacting and supporting all the children at the setting.  They are just not writing down everything that happens.  This will reduce the paperwork for the practitioners and free them up to support teaching and learning. 


To Summarise
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, you might see less written observations regarding your child, but they will have more of the practitioner’s time and attention to support them with the things that are important to them.  The environment too, will be more interesting and enable them to follow their interests and learn what is important to them.  We are passionate about providing your child with the best possible start in life.  One that gives them the foundation and skills they need to help them succeed.  If you have any further questions, please ask a member of staff for more details.
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